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Creating choice, independence, and  
dignity for young people with disabilities



20 Years of fighting  
for dignity and 
independence

Acknowledgement of Country 
Youngcare acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the land on which we work, live, and 
support young people with complex and permanent physical disabilities. We pay our deepest 
respects to Elders past and present and recognize the enduring connection of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples to land, waters, culture, and community.

We are committed to walking alongside First Nations peoples as we strive toward a future 
where every young person, regardless of background or ability, can live with dignity and choice. 

Our mission 
To listen, support, and create real and lasting 
change for young people with complex and 
permanent physical disabilities living in Australia. 

Born from one young woman’s brave fight 20 years 
ago, Youngcare has become a movement — one 
that fights for dignity, independence, and the simple 
human right to choose.

We build homes that feel like home.

We fund grants that help young people live life on 
their own terms.

We offer guidance to navigate the disability sector.

And we speak up so their voices are heard.

We receive no recurrent government funding.

Everything we do is powered by people like you 
who believe in a fairer, more inclusive future.

Because no one should be forced into aged care 
before their time.

Because freedom, choice, and dignity shouldn’t 
be a luxury.

We’re Youngcare, and for two decades we’ve been 
fighting for a world where everyone gets to live life 
their way, now and into the future. 

July 2025: Youngcare 20th Anniversary Ball

5.5 million
Australians have 

a disability

7.9%
have a profound  

or severe disability
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April 2012

March 2017 August 2020

Youngcare 
welcomes its 
first national 
ambassador, 
Sylvia Jeffreys

Townsville 
duplexes 
open

Youngcare: a brief history
Since Youngcare’s inception 20 years ago we have 
distributed over $12.3million in grant funding, 
created 20 homes, and engaged with 73,435 people 
through our support line, Youngcare Connect. 

April 2005

April 2010

June 2011

May 2012

May 2014

October 2023

Feb 2024

June 2006

August 2017

March 2024

August 2021

June 2009

November 2015

May 2011

August 2024

April 2025

Youngcare is born

Official launch 
of Youngcare 
Connect 

First inaugural Munga-Thirri 
Simpson Desert Challenge

Great Wall 
of China Trek 

First Y Women 
events in Brisbane 
and Sydney

Jordan Springs houses opens

Podcast “That Was 
Unexpected” Launched

First inaugural benefit 
concert with Bernard 
Fanning and special guest 
Kasey Chambers

Cam Noble swims the 
English Channel for 
Youngcare

Race Across Asia
Margot Robbie visits Youngcare’s 
Wooloowin house

Chermside 
apartments open

Rothwell houses 
opens

At Home Grants 
launched

Youngcare 
team 
runs the 
New York 
marathon 

First inaugural 
DT5000 (later known 
as the Budgie Bolt)

Everton Park 
homes open 

Youngcare 
celebrates 
20 years

September 2013

December 2020

October 2022

Machu 
Picchu Trek

North Lakes 
apartments open

Pelican Waters 
houses open

September 2015 September 2020

August 2022 June 2024

Wooloowin house opens Youngcare’s first Giving Day 

Helensvale 
houses opens

East Brisbane 
apartments open

July 2025

20th Anniversary Gala Ball
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As Youngcare celebrates its 
20th anniversary, we pause 
to reflect on an extraordinary 
journey that began with a small 
group of determined founders — 
David Conry, Nick Bonifant, Matt 
Lawson and Simon Lockyer — 
who refused to accept the lack 
of choice and dignity for young 
people with high care needs. 

Their courage and compassion 
sparked a movement that, over two 
decades, has transformed lives, 
influenced communities, and reshaped 
conversations across Australia. The 
legacy of those founders continues to 
guide everything we do today, driving 
innovation, advocacy, and meaningful 
impact for thousands of young 
Australians and their families. 

This milestone year was marked in 
true Youngcare spirit, with connection, 
reflection, and celebration. Our 20th 
Anniversary Gala Ball was a spectacular 
evening that honoured not only how far 
we have come, but also the collective 
heart that makes our mission possible. 
It was a tribute to the founders, 
supporters, and partners who have 
stood beside us, and an opportunity to 
look ahead with renewed purpose and 
optimism for the future. 

That sense of renewal is also reflected 
in the evolution of our leadership. We 
are delighted to welcome Sylvia Jeffreys 
to the Youngcare Board. Having been a 
passionate Youngcare Ambassador for 
many years, Sylvia has long championed 
our mission and amplified the voices of 
young people with disabilities across 
Australia. Our Board and Board Chair 
Paul McLean play an invaluable role in 
supporting our team and continue to help 
guide us as we grow and evolve. 

As we reflect on 2024-25 
financial year, I would firstly like 
to thank everyone who makes 
Youngcare’s mission a reality 
- our founders, our corporate 
partners, our regular donors and 
our volunteers.

This year, we celebrated 20 years of 
impact. Two decades of driving change, 
challenging systems, and ensuring 
that young people with complex and 
permanent physical disabilities are 
not left without choice, dignity, and 
independence. While this milestone is 
significant, our mission remains current, 
and stronger than ever.

Our commitment is clear: young 
people with disabilities deserve 
a life filled with purpose and 
autonomy. Disability should never 
mean the loss of dignity or freedom.

This year also brought another 
remarkable achievement, with the 
Simpson Desert Challenge raising 
$6.2 million since its inception. 
Each trekker’s resilience and 
determination reflect the very 
essence of Youngcare: courage, 
endurance, and community 
in action. 

Looking to the future, we are expanding 
our presence and building our team in 
Sydney, strengthening connections and 
creating new opportunities to support 
more young Australians to live the lives 
they choose. This growth represents 
both our ambition and our unwavering 
commitment to our mission. 

As we celebrate two decades of 
transformation, we do so with immense 
gratitude and with an unshakeable belief 
that together, we can create a future 
where every young Australian lives with 
freedom, dignity, and hope. 

Clare Stewart,  
Chief Executive Officer

This year, our Grants Programs funded 
59% more people than the previous year 
– assisting a total of 202 young people 
and their families. This ongoing demand 
highlights the increasing need for our 
work and the importance of continuing to 
grow these programs.

We have commenced construction on 
our Newmarket home that will open in 
the first half of 2026. Our state-of-the-art 
development at Bridgeman Downs will 
also commence construction in 2026 
that will be truly life changing for our 
residents and their families.  

Additionally, our research partnership 
with the University of Queensland has 
provided critical insights into the mental 
health impacts of young people living in 
inappropriate housing. Advocacy remains 
a core pillar of Youngcare’s purpose, 
and we continue to work alongside 
government, corporate partners, and 
communities to drive meaningful change.

Finally, I wish to express my appreciation 
to our Board of Directors and the entire 
Youngcare team. Your dedication, 
commitment, and belief in this mission 
are what make our impact possible.

Thank you for being part of this journey. I 
encourage you to read this year’s Impact 
Report and take pride in the role you play 
in the ongoing work of Youngcare.

Paul McLean,  
Board Chair

Foreword Letter from the Board

Paul McLean and Mr Andrew Wallace MP at Pelican Waters House Opening

Paul McLean at Youngcare 
20th Anniversary Gala Ball

Clare Stewart at Youngcare 
20th Anniversary Gala Ball
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Looking around Kade’s 
apartment, walls adorned 
with bright comic posters, the 
fluorescent hues of glowing LED 
lights, and soft purring of his 
beloved cat Puddin, it’s hard to 
picture him anywhere else.  

It feels like home.  

But it hasn’t always been this way 
for Kade. 

At just 20 years old, Kade faced 
an uncertain future, unable to find 
appropriate housing to support his ever-
changing needs. 

Living with Duchenne Muscular 
Dystrophy, a disease that causes 
progressive muscle degeneration and 
weakness, means that Kade is now 
largely bed bound with limited movement.   

Despite the dedicated support of his 
family, the rental apartment where 
Kade and his dad Troy were living was 
unsuitable for Kade’s needs, proving 
hazardous when doing even small daily 
tasks like showering and moving from 
room to room.

“Every time I was moving out of my bed 
when I could, there was a high chance 
that I was going to fall over. ...there's 
a lip to the bathroom and I tripped 
on that many times. It was becoming 
more dangerous...” 

Desperate, and unsure where to turn next, 
Kade and Troy began their search for 
alternative, accessible accommodation. 

Kade longed for a home he could 
call his own, somewhere where he 
could not just live, but thrive. 

“... ever since I was little, I had always 
wanted to have my own place so that I 
could be like everyone else.” 

Unfortunately, Kade’s first experience 
in Specialist Disability Accommodation 
did not deliver the future he dreamed 
of. Limited visiting hours, incompatible 
housemates, and inaccessible design left 
Kade feeling traumatised, and isolated 
from family and friends.  

“Part of the deal breaker was that I 
had to give 24-hour notice before I 
could go and visit him. The suburb had 
patchy reception so I couldn't reliably 
give him a phone call. That was 
probably the most heartbreaking and 
challenging moment for me. For Kade 
to say, “Dad this isn't going to work, 
get me out of here,” said Troy. 

Little did Kade know, his dream home 
was just around the corner. Disheartened 
and overwhelmed, Kade took charge, 
searching for a solution and through 
Google search, found his way to 
Youngcare.  

“... when I spoke to Youngcare, my 
options were like this big, [I had] 
infinite options!” 

Kade’s new Youngcare apartment is not 
only accessible, but it also gives him a 
sense of ownership and independence.  

“I’m able to live in a home, rather than 
feeling like I’m in a medical facility.”  

But where would Kade be if he hadn’t 
found Youngcare?  

“He would most definitely be in either 
aged care or hospital. [It’s] really, 
really, really hard to think that that 
could have been where Kade ended 
up,” said Troy.

Kade, Youngcare resident living with 
Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy.

Kade’s story

Chris, Youngcare resident living with a complex 
and permanent physical disability.

Chris's story
“I became paralysed in 20 
minutes, just like that.”  

Chris has led a full and exciting 
life – growing up in Sydney, 
exploring the world as a young 
adult, staying healthy, swimming 
and cycling, and dabbling in 
various interesting careers that 
took him all over the globe. 

“On February 14th 2021, during the 
height of COVID, my world started to 
turn basically upside down.” 

Chris had travelled the world for work 
and was stationed in Manilla when the 
unthinkable happened. His day started 
just like any other, but after a couple of 
hours at his desk, he started to feel an 
excruciating pain and collapsed.

“All of a sudden, I felt intense pain in 
my back and my arm started to stiffen, 
as well as my legs. It was so painful.” 

After an emergency admission to 
hospital, Chris was subsequently 
diagnosed with a rare genetic condition 
called arteriovenous malformation 
syndrome (AVM). The arteries and veins 
in Chris’ back and neck had formed 
abnormal connections. The excruciating 
pain Chris experienced was from 
these arteries and veins bursting and 
hemorrhaging. This caused Chris to lose 
all function in his arms and legs. 

As Chris’ diagnosis occurred during 
COVID lockdowns, he was forced 
to stay hospitalised in Manilla for 
almost two years. He desperately 
wanted to come home to Australia. 

“I’m thinking, ‘wow, what have I done 
to deserve this? What’s going to 
happen to me? How can I lead my new 
life being confined to a wheelchair?’” 

Chris finally moved home to Australia, 
straight into hospital rehabilitation in 
Brisbane. Another Christmas went by, 

but Chris was determined to start his 
new life out of hospital. However, with 
discharge on the horizon, he still had 
nowhere to live that would cater to his 
new care requirements. 

Thankfully, Chris’ support 
coordinator came across a vacant 
Youngcare apartment. As you can 
imagine Chris was beyond thrilled! 

“My support coordinator sent me a 
short video and straight away I said, 
‘where can I sign?’” 

Immediately, Chris knew his new 
apartment would be his forever home. 
He finally had his own space, with 24-
hour support, across the street from his 
favourite shopping centre and a couple of 
hours from his family. 

He particularly loves the unique 
accessibility features that make his new 
life as a person with an acquired disability 
so much easier. 

“This place is fantastic. It’s convenient, 
it’s clean, it’s bright. You know there’s 
nothing more than I can endeavor for.” 
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Youngcare simply wouldn’t be where it 
is today, 20 years strong, without their 
dedication and support.

This year, 467 incredible volunteers gave 
2,559 hours of their time — a contribution 
valued at $120,170.64. 

Our people

Paul McLean
Board Chair

Nic De Luca
Board Director

Matthew Kayrooz
Board Director

Jamie Shine
Board Director

Jenny Barends
Company Secretary

John Tyquin
Board Director

Clare Stewart
(resigned Nov 2024)

Peter Beaton
Board Director

Wendy Jones
Board Director

Sylvia Jeffreys
Board Director

Sylvia Jeffreys
Youngcare  

National Ambassador

Michael Atkinson
Youngcare  

Ambassador

Lisa Cox
Youngcare  

Ambassador

Board members

Ambassadors

Volunteers 

Leadership team

Clare Stewart
Chief Executive Officer

Tim Lambert
Head of Developent 
and Housing

Karen Descovich
Head of Fundraising and 
Community Engagement

Naomi Dunne
Executive Manager

Shane Jamieson
Youngcare Connect Manager

Jenny Barends
Finance Manager and 
Company Secretary

Carolina Gadsby
Head of Marketing 
and Communications

Our volunteers are the driving force 
behind everything we do. Their time, 
energy, and passion help bring our events 
to life and create meaningful change 
for young Australians with complex 
and permanent physical disabilities. 

“Being a volunteer for Youngcare is an incredibly rewarding experience. I previously worked as 
the Community Engagement Manager within the organisation, and now I proudly continue my 
connection as a volunteer whenever I can. Youngcare has always held a special place in my 
heart—its mission, values, and the incredible people involved make it a truly inspiring organisation 
to support. Volunteering allows me to give back in a meaningful way and stay connected to a 
cause I care deeply about.  I leave every volunteering opportunity feeling uplifted, valued, and 
grateful to contribute, even in a small way, to the positive impact Youngcare makes every day.”

Kylie Gates

Beyond the numbers, their passion and 
commitment make a real difference, 
helping to create more choice, freedom, 
and dignity for young people with 
complex and permanent physical 
disabilities.
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467
volunteers

2,559
volunteer hours

$120,000
value

Corporate volunteers at Giving Day 2024



Young People in 
Residential Aged Care 
(YPIRAC)
Youngcare has been a member of the 
YPIRAC Stakeholder Reference Group 
since 2020, a group formed in response 
to the 2019 Royal Commission into Aged 
Care Quality and Safety.

Over the past year, the YPIRAC group 
has fought to change legislation so 
that young people under 65 cannot be 
referred into the aged care system. While 
much progress has been made since the 
groups inception, as of 30 June 2025 
there was still 880 people under 65 living 
in aged care.

With the new Aged Care Act coming into 
effect on November 1, 2025, people with 
disabilities under 65 will only be able to 
enter the aged care system if they meet 
specific criteria, and only if the person 
chooses.

This is a big win for Youngcare and 
YPIRAC advocates who have been 
lobbying for appropriate disability 
housing for many years, ensuring no 
young person is left behind in aged care.

Specialist Disability 
Accommodation 
Alliance (SDAA)
Youngcare is a founding member of the 
SDA Alliance – the peak body for SDA 
housing under the NDIS. Throughout 
FY24/25 Youngcare has been working 
with the SDA Alliance on a number of 
initiatives including:

	– Working to identify transition pathways 
for people currently living in state 
owned legacy housing.

	– Contributing to NDIS submissions, 
and SDA Alliance publications such 
as: Best Practice Guide to SDA, 
Position statement: Tax exemptions for 
Specialist Disability Accommodation, 
Position statement: Onsite Shared 
Support. 

	– Lobbying the NDIS for improved market 
data to enable the SDA sector to make 
informed investment decisions.

This year marks a special 
milestone for both Youngcare 
and I. We are both celebrating 
our 20 year anniversary.
It's been 20 years since I had a life 
changing brain haemorrhage, and 20 
years since Youngcare first began their 
mission. Watching Youngcare grow 
over the past two decades has been 
nothing short of inspiring. We both share 
a common goal to improve the lives of 
people with disability, and I’ve loved 
hosting the Youngcare podcast – That 
Was Unexpected. It's been a privilege to 
elevate and amplify voices from within 
the disability community. Voices with 
perspective and insights that you may 
not have heard before, but represent this 
incredibly diverse community.

The aim of the podcast, as the name 
suggests, was to have discussions 
that audiences would find unexpected. 
Disabled people are often framed as 
only patients or Paralympians, with no 
discussion about all of us who don’t 
fit those narratives but live in between. 
We are friends, parents, consumers, 
students, employees, pet owners and 
so much more. I’ve enjoyed flipping the 

script on disability stereotypes to tell 
more of these stories and rewrite the 
narrative about disability.

Some of my favourite episodes 
have included discussions about 
adaptive fitness, disability and 
sex, accessible travel plus so 
many more. 

A huge thank you to all our incredible 
guests. A massive thank you as well 
to the amazing production team who 
worked tirelessly, behind the scenes, 
to help make this happen.

From political policy to general advocacy, 
Youngcare helps the wider community 
understand the disabled experience, 
and makes people with disabilities feel 
better understood. I’m proud to be a 
Youngcare ambassador and support their 
incredible work, giving young people the 
independence, freedom and dignity that 
disability tried to take away.

Lisa Cox 
Youngcare Ambassador and 
host of Youngcare’s That Was 
Unexpected podcast

Advocacy

22
episodes

30
guests

Nearly two decades ago, Lisa had a 
successful career in corporate advertising 
agencies. She had two university degrees 
and her life planned out, when she 
acquired multiple visible and invisible 
disabilities and, medically speaking, died 
twice in hospital. 

Lisa knew she couldn’t change her 
permanent disabilities. But she could help 
influence the powerful industries that play 
such large and pivotal roles in shaping 
public perception around disability. 

When Lisa first fell ill, she was not 
supposed to live through the night. 
But she did – and she’s still defying 
expectations: rewriting outdated 
narratives and breaking down the stigmas 
and barriers surrounding disability. She 
does exactly this as a proud Youngcare 
Ambassador. 

Using her lived experience to guide the 
way, Lisa works alongside the Youngcare 
team to create an inclusive Australia. 
She hosts ‘That Was Unexpected’; 
Youngcare’s new podcast that works 
to change public perceptions around 
disability, and passionately advocates 
through events, networking, and 
socia media.  
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16

1
2

3 4
5

78 9
1110

12

13
14

6

2 Youngcare Grant recipients

2 Youngcare Grant recipients

21 Youngcare Grant recipients

10 Youngcare Grant recipients

19 Youngcare Grant recipients

124 Youngcare Grant recipients

25 Youngcare Grant recipients

$14,000 of funding 
awarded

$7,000 of funding 
awarded

$91,000 of funding 
awarded

$63,000 of funding 
awarded

$74,000 of funding 
awarded

$498,000 of funding 
awarded

$135,000 of funding 
awarded

87
total residents

18
total properties 
(homes, share 

houses and units)

QLD

House locations

NSW

VIC

SA

TAS

NT

202
Youngcare Grant 

recipients

1 	 Townsville 1 & 2

2 	 Pelican Waters 1 & 2

3 	 North Lakes

4 	 Rothwell 1 & 2

5 	 Albany Creek

6 	 Bridgeman Downs (in progress)

7 	 Chermside

8 	 Everton Park 1 & 2

9 	 Wooloowin 1 & 2

10 	 Newmarket (in progress)

11 	 East Brisbane

12 	 Riverhills

13 	 Helensvale 1 & 2

14 	 Southport

15 	 Jordan Springs 1 & 2

Impact at a glance  
FY 24/25

WA
$882,437

Funding  
awarded

(Funding awarded per state is 
shown in rounded figures for 

ease of reading)
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Events FY 24/25

September 2024 December 2024

Turning of the sod 
Newmarket

Christmas 
Appeal

April 2025 May 2025

November 2024

2 0 2 4 2 0 2 5

February 2025

March 2025 June 2025July 2024

Tax Appeal

Ribs & Reds Sydney

Youngcare takes 
over management of 
Southport apartments

UDIA Queensland 
Awards for 
Excellence 
Luncheon

Youngcare 
welcomes new 
CEO Clare 
Stewart

Brisbane Broncos 50/50 Raffle
80 Volunteers selling raffle tickets and 
supporting Youngcare!  

Building commences for Youngcare's 
Newmarket property

Young Henrys x Youngcare,  
Launch of Brians Brew
A very special partnership, and a very 
special beer!

20th Anniversary Gala Ball
20 years of impact, celebrated in style.

Y Women

At Home Care Grant round
47 applications funded,  
$279,616 distributed 

Tales from the Road
What happens on tour, 
stays on tour!

Youngcare Connect 
celebrates 15 years
15 years. 74,000 calls. 
One mission.

Munga-Thirri Simpson 
Desert Challenge
An epic trek for an even 
greater cause!

Budgie Bolt
Walk, wheel or run for a cause! 
Raised $42,113 together!!

Carter Newell’s Annual Bake-Off
Baking for a great cause

ANZ Coporate Golf Challenge

Brisband

Corporate Rugby Tens
17 years of Corporate 
teams playing great footy 
and supporting Youngcare

Giving Day
37 Volunteers... helping to raise over $300,000!

August 2024

Everton Park: Official Opening

Sydney Disability Expo

$1,835,142 
Raised

Long Lunch Sydney
Raising $190,222 in 
support of Youngcare

October 2024

At Home Care 
Grant Round
53 applications 
funded and 
$273,635 
distributed

32
Events
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Most funded items

Vehicle contributions

Gaps in bed funding 

Companion beds 

Home modifications

Whitegoods (fridge, washing machine, dryer)

Furniture (couch, dining table & chairs, drawers)

Household items (linen, kitchen appliances)

Removalists

Youngcare Connect 
Support Line
Since 2010, the Youngcare Connect service has 
been a vital lifeline for thousands of Australians 
navigating the complexities of the disability sector. 
Born from an overwhelming demand for guidance, 
funding information, and a safe space to share their 
stories, Connect quickly became a trusted source 
of support. 

When the NDIS was introduced in 2019, the service 
remained a steady hand, helping people understand 
and access the system. During the COVID-19 
pandemic, the team adapted by offering online 
meetings to ensure people stayed connected during 
times of isolation. 

Today, Youngcare Connect continues to be a 
compassionate voice at the end of the phone, 
recording over 6,306 conversations in this financial 
year alone. 

In 2022 the ABS reported that there are 3 million 
carers representing 11.9% Australians living in 
households. They also reported that there are 1.2 
million primary carers in Australia, and of these, 
43.8% had disability themselves. To date, 73,435 
people have turned to Youngcare Connect - a 
testament to its crucial role in giving individuals, 
carers, and families hope.

A grant does more than change one life — 
it echoes through many. 

Youngcare Grants
Youngcare Grants fund items 
that can’t and won’t be 
funded elsewhere, delivering 
life changing support to 
young people with complex 
and permanent physical 
disabilities. 
Youngcare’s At Home Care Grants were 
established in 2009 to give young people 
with disabilities the chance to remain 
at home, surrounded by loved ones, 
rather than being placed in aged care. 
These grants provide crucial funding for 
equipment, home modifications, and 
support services that make independent 
living possible, preserving dignity, 
connection, and quality of life. In 2022, 
the median gross personal income of 
people with disability was $575 per week, 
compared with $1,055 for people without 
disability (ABS), highlighting the need for 
additional financial support.

In the very first round 16 
people under 65 years 
old in Queensland were 
funded $137,000. 

Thanks to the support of our corporate 
and philanthropic partners the grant was 
extended to NSW in 2011 and every 
State and Territory by 2014.  

2014 also saw the launch of the 
Home Soon Grant (now the Moving 
Home Grant), created to help young 
people transition out of institutional 
settings and into more appropriate, 
community-based housing. This grant 
opened the door to freedom, dignity, 
and independence for those living in 
inappropriate accommodation, hospitals, 
or group homes.

In 2019, Youngcare expanded the impact 
of its grants by introducing a national, 
twice-yearly application round, ensuring 
more young people could access 
support, no matter where they lived. 
To date, we have provided over $9.587 
million in funding to 1,529 individuals 
with high physical support needs, helping 
them remain at home and significantly 
improving their quality of life.

Today, Youngcare grants are open 
year-round, with applications reviewed 
by a dedicated panel. Through the 
Moving Home Grant alone, Youngcare 
has supported 434 young people 
with $1.816 million in funding to exit 
inappropriate accommodation and begin 
rebuilding their lives in a place they can 
truly call home.

Youngcare Connect

202
People funded 

across both grants

$882,437
funded across 

both grants

“What I love most about working on the Connect Team is 
seeing the real, personal impact we have on people’s lives. 
It’s not always about big numbers. Sometimes, it’s the small 
things that mean the most. I’ll never forget approving $744 
for a vacuum that allowed one gentleman to clean his home 
independently. Not long after, he sent us a thank-you video, 
proudly vacuuming with a huge smile on his face. Moments 
like that remind me why we do what we do.”

Lindell, Youngcare Connect Team

 Youngcare Connect aims to:

Link people to disability service 
providers

Guide people to understand 
and access the NDIS

Provide instructions on how to apply for  
available funding and grant options

Inform people on high physical care 
housing options

Assist with exploring Specialist Disability  
Accommodation opportunities

In 2023 Ben sustained a 
spinal injury. Soon after, 
his wife suffered a brain 
aneurysm during pregnancy. 
Ben and his family recently 
received a Youngcare Grant 
to build a concrete pathway. 
Now he can independently 
access his backyard, and 
forge lasting memories with 
his young family. 

“I would like to sincerely thank the donors and 
sponsors for their incredible generosity and 
support. Your contribution has made a real and 
lasting difference in Ben's life. Because of the 
grant, Ben has been able to regain access to his 
own backyard and share special moments with 
his family that were previously out of reach. It 
may seem like a small change, but for Ben, it’s 
been life-changing.” 

Ben’s wife Simone

Panel members

The people who sit on each AHCG panel play a crucial 
role in ensuring the program has real impact. With 
compassion and care, panel members carefully consider 
each application, knowing that the funding they allocate 
can change lives. Their decisions ensure support reaches 
those who need it most, helping young people with 
physical disabilities remain at home, connected to their 
communities, and living with dignity. 

We thank you for your contribution of detailed knowledge 
and your time. 

FY24-25 Results
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Funds pipeline

Income Source Amount Share of Total

1 Events $1,835,142 29.22%

2 Bequests/Wills $1,399,767 22.29%

3 Donors (one off donations and appeals) $1,121,260 17.86%

4 Sponsorship/Partnerships $830,960 13.23%

5 Trusts/Foundations $647,698 10.31%

6 Monthly Supporters $444,693 7.08%

Total  
Fundraising  

Income

$6,279,520

$444,693 
(7.08%)

Monthly 
Supporters

$1,835,142 
(29.22%)

Events

$1,399,767 
(22.29%)

Bequests/Wills

$647,698 
(10.31%)

Trusts/
Foundations

$830,960 
(13.23%)

Sponsorship/
Partnerships

$1,121,260 
(17.86%)

Donors

Fourth generation cattle 
farmer Brooke was only 25 
years old when a surprise 
diagnosis changed her 
life forever. A trip to the 
emergency room revealed 
Brooke’s niggling back pain 
was actually a spinal tumour. 
“I was a typical rural kid. I didn't want 
to go to the doctor. I kept putting it 
off because I'd actually been knocked 
over by a bull, and I just thought I was 
losing mobility because of that. But I 
got to the stage where I literally could 
not get around. So, my mum and my 
sister drove me to hospital and two 
days later I was being flown with the 
Royal Flying Doctor Service.”

Within a week, Brooke went from working 
on her family’s 124 year-old cattle 
property, with dreams of raising her own 
herd, to being bedbound in hospital with 
a C3 incomplete spinal cord injury, and 
many months of rehab ahead of her.

“When I woke up from my 12-hour 
spinal surgery, I was paralysed from 
neck down. But since rehab, I can use 
a hopper frame and have regained 
strength in my arms. It took a long 
time to be able to use my left hand. I 
cried the first time I could hold a fork.”

Faced with a difficult recovery, and the 
new reality of being a wheelchair user, 
Brookes return to the farm tested her 
mental and physical health. No longer 
was she able to roam the paddocks and 
tend to her beloved animals, instead, 
she was confined indoors, unable 
to manoeuvre far from home in her 
wheelchair. 

“It was really difficult for me, because 
I was very much, still am, an 
outside person.

“It was near impossible to go 
anywhere... I absolutely love my chair, 
but it's definitely not an outdoor safe 
set up.”

It was Brooke’s furry family (5 sausage 
dog and multiple herds of Brahman 
cattle) that kept her focussed on the 
future and determined to live a ‘normal 
cowgirl life’. 

“My cattle are the things that get me 
out of bed. I struggle immensely with 
my mental health and that's where my 
dogs and my cows have really been 
the glue that sort of stuck everything 
together for me.”

The final piece of the puzzle in Brooke’s 
recovery fell into place when she 
discovered the Youngcare Grants 
Program. Not long after submitting 

her application, the life-changing news 
arrived — she’d been approved! At last, 
Brooke could purchase an all-terrain 
vehicle, giving her the freedom to move 
easily around the property and reclaim 
her independence.

“It’s definitely made a massive 
impact, not just for me, but for my 
family as well. My nephews are 
my everything. So, for them to be 
able to do stuff with me and know 
that they're going to be safe is 
super important.” 

This new addition also means Brooke can 
return to the show circuit and continue 
her family's proud legacy. In 2027 Brooke 
plans to exhibit her own bred bulls at 
Rockhampton Beef Week – the first of 
many planned trips to the ‘big city’ with 
her business, CR Cattle Co. 

Brooke’s story is a powerful example of 
how Youngcare’s Grants can transform 
lives. Not just by funding equipment, but 
by restoring freedom, dignity and choice. 

“I can’t find the words. It opens 
the door to a massive number of 
opportunities. When I first came 
home, I was thinking about my life and 
what I wanted. And, you know, the 
life I'm living right now is everything I 
imagined.”

Brooke, Youngcare grant recipient 
living with a spinal cord injury.

Brooke’s story

1

3

4

5

6

2
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Our partners
Youngcare continues to work with like-
minded partners including The Salvation 
Army, Australian Unity, CBIC and the 
Catholic Archdiocese; in building and 
developing quality homes for SDA 
participants. These organisations are 
strong supporters of our mission to 
empower young people with complex 
and permanent disabilities. 

Congratulations 
Alycia!
Proud recipient of the 
People First Award, 
presented by the Property 
Council of Australia
We’re incredibly proud to share that 
Youngcare’s Housing Operations 
Manager, Alycia has been recognised 
with the People First Award – an honour 
that recognizes and celebrates individuals 
in the property industry who have 
championed outstanding initiatives that 
benefit people within their organizations.

Alycia’s ability to navigate complex 
situations with kindness, care, and a 
deep sense of responsibility is what 
truly sets her apart. Her leadership 
and compassion have made a tangible 
difference in the the lives of our residents. 

Housing & Development

Coming soon... “The automation and being able to open the 
unit doors helps me have a great feeling of 
independence. Being so close to facilities is great 
for me and makes my day to day requirements 
much easier to achieve.

The access for my bed being able to travel between 
the bedroom and the living area via the balcony, 
has provided me with such a great benefit. When I 
can’t use my mobility chair, I don’t have to be in the 
bedroom all the time as my bed doesn’t fit through 
the doorway due to its size.

Also as I’m mostly in bed having a wall in front 
of my bed where I can have my favorite items on 
display and watch tv. Overall all these things help 
me to feel like this is a home and not clinical, or 
focussed on my condition dictating what I look at 
all around me every day.”

Kade, Youngcare Resident

“The unit has many typical features of SDA 
requirements but in this instance Youngcare 
has provided an outcome beyond the minimum 
requirements. The additional width in the bedroom 
allows for hoisting beside the bed on either side, 
which allows for greater flexibility in navigating 
participants needs.

Having wider doors than the minimum requirements 
allow for greater useability especially when 
moving a resident who may be bed bound from 
the bedroom to the balcony whilst remaining in 
their bed without having multiple transfers. Overall, 
the flexibility of the spaces and open plan layout 
provides for variety of use and activities to be 
facilitated, and such flexibility is not only physical 
but also improves mental health and promotes 
more independence.”

Troy Smyth

Innovative design 
and care 
Through our strong collaborations and 
consultations with the disability sector, 
Youngcare continues to lead the way in 
informing strict and aspirational housing 
development guidelines that result in 
an unmatched breadth and depth of 
housing options. This work continues to 
progress and includes considerations 
such as access to key infrastructure, 
environmental accessibility, integrated 
community living, and development 
features (i.e. technology implementation), 
advances in which we share with the 
sector to continually inform best practice.

Newmarket
This conveniently located home is due to be 
completed by March 2026, giving 3 tenants the 
chance to enjoy all the benefits of inner city living. 

Bridgeman Downs
Our Bridgeman Downs project is underway and will house 
8 participants upon completion. This unique property will 
boast a round yard and accessible sensory gardens.
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University of  
Queensland Study  
Empowering Independence – How grants change lives

In 2024, Youngcare 
participated in a research 
project conducted by The 
University of Queensland to 
examine the experience of 
people with disability who 
received a grant through 
Youngcare.
This data not only gives us a valuable 
insight into the people we serve and their 
needs but also identifies the positive and 
ongoing impact of our grants program. 

We’d like to thank everyone who 
participated in the project, and hope 
to use this research as a tool to further 
tailor our services and develop our case 
for support. 

1. Airconditioning
To regulate body temperature

2. 

Hi-low beds
Supports mobility issues and health conditions 
to improve safety, comfort, and access for 
caregivers

3. 
Household items 
To encourage independence with everyday tasks 
such as cooking and cleaning

4. 
Vehicle modifications
To ensure people can continue to work, play, 
travel and take part in everyday life

5. 
Outdoor modifications 
To give access to spaces inside/outside 
their home 

1. Wellbeing (82%)

2. Mobility (63%) 

3. Home environment (59.3%) 

4. Relationships with family 
& community (56%) 

5. Well-being of carers (48%)

6. Access ramps
To access their home

7.
Floor resurfacing
For easy use with wheelchairs and mobility 
devices

8. 
Bathroom modifications
To shower and complete personal care tasks 
independently 

9. Attendant carers in homes
To maintain a normal life

10. Domestic assistance
To fill the gaps not covered by other support

Who receives our grants? 

Increased participation 
	– Made everyday tasks easier 

	– Enabled more social, economic, and 
leisure activities 

	– Supported family & caregiving roles

Improved wellbeing
	– Greater independence 

	– Felt safer in daily life 

	– Better mental & physical health 

	– Less anxiety and higher confidence

Positive ripple effects  
	– Doing more helped people feel better 

	– Feeling better helped people do more 

Life-changing support
	– Grant recipients expressed deep 
gratitude

	– Many described the grants as 
“lifechanging”

How the grants changed lives 

38% of our grant recipients have a 
neurological disability 

25% of them have an acquired disability

34% of our grant recipients are living with family 

55% of our grant recipients reported living with 
ageing carers (M = 63.6 years) 

70% of our grant recipients find the costs  
of day-to-day living difficult

Top 10 funded items

Top 5 areas of improvements
Since receiving a Youngcare 
Grant, recipients have noticed 
improvements in the following areas:
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Corporate Community
MTAQ Golf Day
Since 2008, the Motor Trades Association of 
Queensland has been a steadfast supporter 
of Youngcare. From gala dinners and golf 
days, to generous staff contributions, their 
ongoing commitment continues to make a 
meaningful difference for young Australians with 
physical disabilities. 

“The Brian’s Brew project was an incredible experience from whoa to 
go. Meeting Brian and his sister, Natasha online to workshop the beer 
concept was just the start. Despite not being verbal, Brian had strong 
opinions! It was simply a case of “Give us a smile for ‘no’, big smile for 
‘yes’”—as we tested raw materials to create his perfect brew. 

On brew day, Brian and his amazing team drove from Brisbane to our 
Newtown facility. We’d prepared the brewery to meet his needs, and he 
was right there with us, observing every stage from milling to cooling, 
clearly having a great time. Meeting him in person and seeing how he 
tackles life’s challenges with such positivity was truly inspiring. 

A few weeks later, when the beer had finished fermenting and been 
processed and packaged, a few of us from YH went up to Brisbane 
for the launch at The Osbourne Hotel in Brisbane. We joined Brian in 
Brisbane for the launch at The Osbourne Hotel—an unforgettable night 
with an incredible crowd, and a surprise set from Grinspoon. Youngcare is 
a terrific organisation doing vital work. Long may it continue!

Jesse, Head Brewer -Young Henrys

Young Henrys are a standout supporter 
of Youngcare, bringing their creativity, 
energy, and community spirit to 
everything they do. From in-kind 
donations and support at fundraising 
events to getting hands-on and joining 
the fun, their team helps turn every event 
into a lively, memorable experience. 
More than just providing products, Young 
Henrys’ show a genuine commitment to 
improving the lives of young Australians 
with physical disabilities. Their passion 
and flair make them a vibrant and valued 
part of the Youngcare family.

When Youngcare resident Brian teamed 
up with the crew at Young Henrys, the 
result was more than just a great beer—it 
was a celebration of creativity, inclusion, 
and community spirit. Inviting Brian 
into their Newtown brewery, the Young 
Henrys team worked alongside him to 
design and brew a beer that reflected 
his personality and tastes, turning the 
process into an unforgettable experience 
for everyone involved.

Young Henrys  
X Youngcare

BrisBand
Held at the iconic Triffidh, “BrisBand” was an 
electric night of Corporates Rocking Out for 
Charity! Including bands from some of Brisbane's 
top firms such as PWC, KPMG, Rio Tinto, Deloitte 
and Accenture, the night is a great collaboration 
of minds and voices – raising vital funds to 
support Youngcare! 

Corporate Rugby Tens
For 17 years, Youngcare has been the beneficiary of 
the legendary Corporate Rugby Tens tournament. 
Held at the Western Districts Rugby Football 
Club, Toowong, this annual event brings together 
the business community for a fierce but friendly 
competition, raising awareness and vital funds for 
Youngcare. Delivered by Youngcare Champion, John 
Slater, the event has raised over $1 Million over the 
years to support young Australians with complex 
and permanent disabilities.
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Events, Engagement 
& Community

Over the past year, 
Youngcare’s events have 
reflected both the diversity 
and scale of community 
engagement — from the 
Munga-Thirri Simpson Desert 
Challenge to local fundraising 
initiatives, gala dinners, 
corporate challenges, and 
grassroots campaigns. 
Each activity, large or small, has been 
made possible through the dedication of 
volunteers, who contributed thousands 
of hours to support these efforts. This 
year has demonstrated the powerful 
impact of collective effort. Through 
shared challenges, achievements, and 
storytelling, vital funds have been raised 
to support young people with complex 
and permanent physical disabilities. The 
commitment of donors, volunteers, and 
partners continues to drive meaningful 
change and reinforces the vision of a 
more inclusive future.

Together, we are not only imagining 
a better Australia for young people 
with disabilities — we are creating it.

Events Sponsors 

Ahura Resorts

Apollo Property

ARIA Property Group

Ariat

Archer River

Balancing Heart Winery

Bennelong Lawn

BM+G

Borrowdale

BPG Developments

Brick Lane

Brighton Homes

Budgie Smugglers

Bunnamagoo Wine 

Craggy Range

Creative Productions

DEC Public Relations

Felons Brewing Co

Forte Catering 

Fortitude Music Hall

Good People

Grolife

Havericks Meat 

Hopgood Ganim

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer

Mcdonald Jones Homes

Mount French Lodge

NIISQ

OPD

Plan PM

PPD Real Estate

Prosperity Advisors Group

Raine & Associates

RealCommercial

RUD

Scene Change

Seabourne

Servcorp

TEN – The Energy Network

Texco Contracting

The Fish Factory

The Organic Meat Company

Tradelink

Trav Media

Vantage Performance

Vertica Capital

Whitehaven Yachts

Wil Valor

Wine & Dine Em

Xennox Diamonds

Young Henrys

$1,848,905
Raised

37
Events, Engagement  

& Community

Christmas gift wrapping

Tales from the Road

Y Women 2024 Budgie Bolt 2025
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20th 
Anniversary Ball 

Thank you to our key partners

The Youngcare 20th anniversary gala 
event was a wonderful celebration 
of the charity’s extraordinary impact 
and that of the many individuals 
who’ve driven and supported the 
mission over two decades. 

It’s often said that the Queensland based 
charity punches well above its weight, and 
the gala ball was a potent reminder of how 
much it’s achieved and how far it’s reached.  

Among the many powerful moments, the rendition 
of Bernard Fanning’s Watch Over Me - a song the 
Powderfinger frontman dedicated to Youngcare - 
was a beautiful reminder of the organisation’s ability 
to inspire people of all walks of life and of all talents 
to make a contribution - big or small or musical - to 
Youngcare’s mission. 

Then there was the speech by Youngcare resident, 
Todd Winther who had the entire crowd hanging 
off his every word as he delivered a passionate and 
funny and heartfelt account of how Youngcare has 
transformed his life. Todd has been an amazing 
advocate for Youngcare for many years and once 
again he articulated the cause in a way that only 
he can. 

But the moment that really struck me was the 
acknowledgment of the four founders; a standing 
ovation for Dave, Simon, Nick and Matt. An applause 
that seemed to last for many minutes. A show of 
immense admiration and gratitude for four mates 
who made a commitment 20 years ago to solve a 
problem; to give young people choice and dignity in 
where and how they live. It was a potent reminder 
that everyone has the capacity to make a difference. 
To drive change. To challenge the norm when the 
norm is unacceptable. And with a little help from your 
friends, anything is possible.

Sylvia Jeffreys
Youngcare National  
Ambassador and Board Director
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Munga-Thirri Simpson Desert Challenge
Proud Wangkangurru 
Yarluyandi man Jody Barr has 
been a dedicated volunteer 
with the Youngcare Munga-
Thirri Simpson Desert Trek 
crew for many years, sharing 
his deep connection to 
Country and culture.  For 
Jody, the trek is not just 
about helping people,it’s 
about honouring and sharing 
his heritage with support 
from his mum, aunty, and 
Uncle Jim, who, at 80, rode 
his horse alongside the 
ringers from Adria Downs 
during this year’s trek.

"You’ve never really helped 
someone until you've helped 
someone who can never repay you."

After all the kilometres, the swarms of 
flies, the ration packs, the blisters, and 
the cold nights under the stars, these are 
the words that will stay with me forever.

One evening, sitting by the campfire after 
a long, gruelling day, one of our trekkers 
shared his “why”. That moment was raw, 
honest and deeply moving. It reminded 
me just how powerful this journey 
really is.

I first joined the ‘Blue Smurfs’ support 
crew back in 2016, after my mate Clayton 
Evans completed the trek. I was living 
in Birdsville at the time and thought it 
sounded like something I could truly get 
behind. I’ve never looked back.

What I love most about Youngcare, and 
especially about this trek, is that you 
can see the direct impact. Not long after 
joining the crew, I visited Youngcare’s 
Wooloowin house and met the residents. 
That experience changed me. It put 
everything into perspective. I walked 

out of that home feeling emotional and 
inspired, knowing exactly who we were 
walking for.

Now, years later, I can say without a 
doubt: this is more than a challenge... 
it’s a life-changing experience.

The Munga-Thirri–Simpson Desert 
Challenge isn’t your average charity 
event. Over nine days, trekkers push 
themselves to the limit, crossing 250 
km of Australia’s harshest terrain, 
enduring sweltering days, freezing nights, 
relentless sand dunes, and the brutal 
reality of life without comfort. It’s one 
of the toughest fundraising adventures 
in the country, and every step is fueled 
by purpose.

To all our 2025 trekkers, thank you. What 
you’ve just accomplished is nothing 
short of extraordinary. Not only have 
you tested the boundaries of your own 
physical and mental strength, but you’ve 
also raised critical funds and awareness 
for young Australians living with complex 
and permanent physical disabilities. 
Your sacrifice gives them the chance to 
live with dignity, independence, and the 
freedom we so often take for granted.

Behind the scenes, none of this would 
be possible without our support crew. 
Over time, this crew has become a 
little family—just mates helping mates. 
I’m proud to be part of something so 
much bigger than myself. These aren’t 
just volunteers; they are extraordinary 
people who give their time, energy, and 
resources without hesitation, even on 
the toughest days. They lift each other 
up, and they keep the heart of this 
trek beating.

Thanks to the dedication of 
our trekkers, support crew, and 
sponsors, the Munga-Thirri Simpson 
Desert Challenge has raised over 
$6.2 million since it began, and 
that’s something we can all be 
proud of.

Jody Barr,  
Munga-Thirri Simpson Desert 
Challenge Support Crew Leader

Top Fundraiser  
– Wendy Jones 

"My nephew Sam is 30 years old and was diagnosed with Cerebral Palsy 
shortly after birth. He is funny, thoughtful, happy and a total goofball. Ever 
since I can remember Sam has always expressed that he would like to move 
out when he is thirty, not before, not after, thirty! 

Sam turned thirty in December last year, with the approval of his NDIA 
Application, we are looking forward to being able to place Sam into one of the 
many Youngcare facilities in Brisbane.  I have always been passionate about 
Youngcare and what they have achieved for people like SamSam's parents 
were watching a 60 Minutes story many years ago on how and why it was 
started. They have always agreed that when and if Sam decides he would like 
to move out we would like it to be through Youngcare."

Stuart Owen

Life has a funny way of throwing unexpected challenges 
at you—like starting a new job and, within days, somehow 
signing yourself up to trek 230km across a desert! But I’m a 
big believer that the universe throws opportunities at you for 
a reason, and when this one landed in my lap, there was only 
one answer—HELL YES!!  Right place, right time, right cause. 

It was tough mentally, physically, and emotionally but whatever struggles I 
faced out there are nothing compared to the reality of young people being 
forced into aged care simply because there’s nowhere else for them to 
go. That’s not okay. Everyone deserves to live with dignity, independence, 
and choice. 

Barb Kirby

Since 2023 
Wendy has been a 
board member at 
Youngcare, though 
she can trace her 
first interaction 
back many years 
ago to volunteering 
at the Rugby Tens. 
Wendy’s genuine 
passion for the 
Youngcare mission stems from her 
background as a registered nurse, having 
spent many years caring for people with 
disabilities and their loved ones. 

This year Wendy took on the Munga-
Thirri Simpson Desert Challenge, earning 
the title of ‘Top Fundraiser’ raising over 
$103,000. 

“I see it as a privilege to give back 
to people who are less fortunate 
than ourselves. To share our voice 
and efforts is something that is 
not forgotten and shouldn’t be 
underestimated. You never know 
how much a small act can do, what 
a huge impact it can have – seen 
or unseen.”

Jody Barr
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Giving Day 2024
Youngcare’s Giving Day was an incredible 
display of generosity and community spirit. 

Youngcare Champions

Don and Judy 
Rayment
Don and Judy have been long-time 
champions of their local community 
through the Birdsville Social Club. Their 
connection with Youngcare began when 
volunteer veteran Jody Barr invited 
the club to support the Munga-Thirri 
Simpson Desert Challenge. Inspired by 
Youngcare’s mission, they’ve supported 
multiple treks (2021, 2023, and 2025) on 
Adria Downs Station, with Don joining the 
journey on horseback alongside Duncan 
Scobie and Spinny Monaghan. Moved 
by the trekkers’ resilience, Don and Judy 
have become passionate advocates, 
encouraging their staff to get involved 
and helping raise awareness locally. 
Their hope is to one day see a Youngcare 
home built in Central Queensland so 
young people with disabilities can live 
with dignity, closer to the communities 
they call home.

Greg Kentish – 
Balancing Heart

"I believe life has more meaning 
when we use what we have—our 
voice, our resources, our energy—to 
support others. When I learned about 
Youngcare’s mission to give young 
people with high physical support 
needs freedom, dignity, and choice, 
it really struck a chord. It wasn’t just 
about donating—it was about showing 
up, sharing stories, and standing 
beside those whose daily lives are 
shaped by limits they didn’t choose.

At Balancing Heart Vineyard, we’re 
proud to host and sponsor events 
like Tales from the Road because 
they reflect our values of connection 
and community. Sharing wine from 
our Granite Belt vineyard, food, and 
laughter brings people together—and 
in that space, real awareness and 
support are created.

The 10 Peaks Challenge in Kosciuszko 
National Park was physically and 
mentally tough. But that’s what makes 
it meaningful. The cold, the fatigue, 
the mental grind—they echo, in a small 
way, the challenges many Youngcare 
beneficiaries face every day. It gave 
me space to reflect on the privilege 
of choice, and how many young 
Australians don’t have that.

Supporting Youngcare isn’t about 
grand gestures. It’s about showing up 
where you can, when you can, and 
doing your bit to help make life fairer."

Monette (Trek 
photographer) and 
Brendan (Blue Smurf 
Support Crew) 
Monette and her husband Brendan have 
been supporters of Youngcare since the 
very beginning, first as donors, and now, 
lending their time and talents to events 
such as the Munga-Thirri Simpson Desert 
Challenge and Budgie Bolt. 

“2023 was the year that truly 
captured us. We wanted to help 
Youngcare in a meaningful and 
fulfilling way, not just for ourselves, but 
for others too.  This was the year that 
we were invited by Greg Johnson , 
then the Youngcare CEO, to assist with 
the Simpson Desert Trek.  We haven’t 
looked back and eagerly anticipate 
future treks. We can see how much 
these events not only support the 
cause, but also connect people and 
communities far and wide.”

“We were fortunate enough that 
Youngcare found us, and what we 
could offer was a perfect fit. We don’t 
want to wait for ‘that moment’ when 
someone we love or know needs that 
help - we want to do something now.” 

Volunteers gave their time and energy to 
spread the word, connect with donors, 
and inspire support, making the day both 
a fundraising success and a celebration 
of community.

The impact was amplified by 
the generosity of our corporate 
partners and major donors, who 
matched every dollar raised. 

This meant every contribution, big or 
small, had twice the impact, helping to 
create more accessible housing, essential 
equipment, and critical support services. 
The 2024 Youngcare Giving Day truly 
showed the power of a community 
uniting for a great cause.

With the tireless support of 
our dedicated volunteers, 

we raised over

$300,000
to help support young 
Australians living with 

complex and permanent 
physical disabilities. 
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Acknowledgements 
Corporate Partnerships
Alongside essential funding and 
awareness, corporate partnerships 
provide Youngcare with access to 
valuable expertise, networks, and 
resources that strengthen our programs 
and advocacy efforts. They also create 

opportunities for staff engagement 
through volunteering, workplace giving, 
and team-building initiatives, fostering 
a strong sense of shared purpose. For 
our partners, aligning with Youngcare 
enhances their social impact profile, 

demonstrates genuine corporate 
responsibility, and builds trust and 
loyalty with employees, customers, and 
stakeholders who value meaningful 
community contributions.

Thank you to our current 
corporate partners:

Grants, Trusts 
and Foundations:

ALS Global

ANZ

Aria

Asset Insure

Auto & General

BDO

Carter Newell Lawyers

Collins Food Limited

Data 3

Finance Brokers Association of Australia

Fluent Group

Goodman Property Services

Herbert Smith Freehills Kramer

Hutchinson Builders

JW Bell

Motor Trades Association of Queensland (MTAQ)

National Storage

Network First

Pilot Partners

Sleepys

Suncorp

Tradelink

Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA)

The Beluga Foundation

The Marshall Foundation

The K&T Irwin Foundation

The Frangipani Foundation

The Stombuco Family Legacy

The Goodman Foundation

The Bagot Gjerga Foundation

The ATS Foundation

The Gaminder Fund

The Idle Acres Foundation

The Co-Group

The Cory Charitable Foundation

Crowe Australasia

The Stan and Maureen Duke Foundation

The Malouf Family Foundation

The Forrester Foundation

The Lord Mayors Charitable Trust

The Brisbane Broncos Charitable Foundation

The NEX Foundation

The Nick and Caroline Minogue Foundation

The Morgans Foundation

ANZ Charitable foundation

The Belanna Trust (The John and Anna Belfer Trust)

Driving impact 
through generosity 
and awareness – our 
Philanthropic family
As a national not-for-profit, 
we are deeply grateful for the 
generosity of our supporters. 
Their financial support, in kind 
support, professional expertise, 
and resources make it possible to 
deliver our programs for young 
Australians with complex and 
permanant physical disabilities and 
drive our national growth.

Youngcare is committed to maintaining 
transparency and accountability, 
ensuring every dollar donated is used 
responsibly and for its intended purpose. 
Through accurate reporting and clear 
communication, we show the tangible 
impact of donor support, demonstrating 
how contributions directly improve the 
lives of young people with complex 
and permanent physical disabilities. 
This commitment builds trust with 
our supporters and highlights the 
real difference their generosity makes 
every day.

“Thank you for the At Home Care Grants Outcome 
report. These reports are awesome.  Our 
Foundation has found over the years, as it's evident 
that Youngcare would too, how little some people 
apply for, but what a huge difference it makes to 
them. A simple generator can make a world of 
difference. It's all very inspiring.  Thank you for 
sending this through.”

Janine Yates, 
Trustee of The Cory  
Charitable Foundation

"We first came across Youngcare through stories we had 
read and later saw on television, and we were deeply 
moved by the impact they were making. At the Beluga 
Family Foundation, we value immediate impact, backing 
strong leaders, and supporting those who might 
otherwise fall through the cracks. Youngcare embodies 
all of these qualities, providing safe and appropriate 
housing that restores dignity, independence, and 
freedom to people living with disabilities. 

Their grants program in particular resonates with us, 
as it mirrors the principles our foundation stands for. 
Supporting Youngcare feels like a natural alignment with 
our values and our commitment to creating meaningful 
change. Above all, we admire the strength of their 
leadership, which continues to drive simple, effective, 
and truly life-changing outcomes for the people 
they serve."

Elizabeth Ong,  
Director The Beluga Foundation
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Receiving an unexpected bequest 
is both a deeply humbling and 
profoundly impactful moment for 
Youngcare. Such a gift reflects a 
powerful legacy of compassion and 
commitment to young people with 
complex and permanent physical 
disabilities.

The moment news of a bequest 
reaches the Youngcare office, it’s met 
with a mix of reflection, gratitude and 
genuine excitement. The atmosphere 

shifts instantly—there’s a sense 
of renewed energy and optimism, 
knowing that someone believed 
so deeply in our mission that they 
chose to make a lasting contribution. 
It sparks passionate conversations 
about the possibilities ahead and 
reinforces the incredible responsibility 
we carry to honour that legacy. It’s a 
powerful reminder of the impact our 
community can have, and why we do 
what we do.

Bequests

Workplace Giving
Workplace giving is a powerful way to 
support Youngcare, providing a simple, 
consistent, and tax-effective means for 
employees to make a real difference 
in the lives of young Australians with 
complex physical disabilities. Regular 
contributions, no matter the size, add 
up to create lasting impact. By fostering 
a culture of giving within workplaces, 
organisations not only empower their 
staff to contribute to meaningful change 
but also strengthen their commitment to 
social responsibility.

Regular Givers
Our regular givers provide the vital 
foundation that enables Youngcare to 
plan and deliver long-term solutions for 
young people with physical disabilities. 
Their consistent support ensures we can 
respond swiftly to urgent needs, develop 
purpose-built housing, and fund essential 
grants and services. This dependable 
generosity creates lasting impact, giving 
young Australians the freedom, dignity, 
and independence they deserve. We are 
truly thankful for this ongoing support.

Trusts and 
Foundations
The generous support of our Trust and 
Foundations partners is vital to ensure 
Youngcare’s ability to deliver impactful 
projects and programs that change 
the lives of young people with physical 
disabilities. These valuable partnerships 
empower Youngcare to respond to urgent 
and unmet needs within the disability 
sector, ensuring young people have 
access to age-appropriate housing, 
greater independence, and improved 
quality of life.

This year we proudly welcomed the Finance Brokers 
Association of Australasia (FBAA) to the Youngcare 
supporter family. Along with their generous financial 
support, FBAA has embraced our mission wholeheartedly, 
joining our events and even taking on the incredible 
Simpson Desert Challenge through one of their 
team members. 

“At FBAA, we believe in empowering lives – not just in 
finance but in our communities. This organisation plays a 
vital role in helping young people feel at home. That’s why 
we choose to partner with Youngcare.”

Peter White AM, Managing Director

Youngcare Impact Report FY 24/25 3938




